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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 12 and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by U.S. Patent 
6,987,520 by Criminisi et al. ("Criminisi"). 

Regarding claim 12, Criminisi discloses a computer system for removing an object from 
a raster image, comprising: 

a target area definition tool, operative to define a polygonal target area in a raster image, 
wherein said target area and said raster image comprise a plurality of pixels (811, figure 8 and 
900, figure 9: a polygonal area in an image is designated as a destination region using a 
computerized tool); 

a feathering area definition tool, operative to define a target feathering area around said 
target area (column 1 , lines 34-37: regions near the borders of the target area are defined for local 
feathering operations using a computerized tool); 

a template choice tool, operative to replace pixels in said target area with pixels in a 
template (814, figure 8 and 908, figure 9: a template, or "example tile," is used for replacing 
pixels in the target area - the template being selected using a computerized tool); and 
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means for selecting said template (812, figure 8 and 906, figure 9: an example tile is 
selected by a matching process). 

Regarding claim 13, Criminisi discloses the target area is enclosed in a contour (see e.g. 
figure 5), 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 14 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S. Patent 
6,987,520 by Criminisi et al. ("Criminisi"). 

Regarding claim 14, Criminisi does not expressly disclose that the target area definition 
tool comprises the means for selecting and adjoining inputted vertices, as claimed. However, at 
the time the invention was made, this was a conventional means for selecting an image area and 
was well known to those skilled in the art of image processing. In many commercially available 
image processing applications, such as Photoshop, tools are provided for allowing a user to select 
an image area by designating vertices around an area of interest, and then forming a bounding 
polygon by connecting the vertices. These tools for designating areas of interest would have been 
an obvious expedient to those skilled in the art at the time the invention was made. Official 
notice taken. 
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5. Claims 15-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over U.S. Patent 
6,987,520 by Criminisi et al. ("Criminisi") in view of U.S. Patent 4,855,934 by Robinson. 

Regarding claims 15 and 16, Criminisi does not appear to disclose that the target 
feathering area has a shape substantially the same as the shape of said target area, or that the 
feathering area is a polygpn having sides parallel to corresponding sides of the target area 
polygon. 

Robinson discloses a system for texturing computer graphics images using a feathering 
operation. In particular, Robinson shows that for a conventional feathering operation, the 
feathering area has substantially the same shape as a corresponding target area, as illustrated in 
figure 6. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
to modify Criminisi by Robinson to achieve the claimed invention by utilizing a feathering area 
with substantially the same shape as the target area (i.e. the sides of the feathering and target 
areas are parallel) since Criminisi teaches feathering at the borders of the target area, and 
Robinson shows that conventional feathering operations executed on a target area's border 
employ a feathering area that is nearly the same as the target area. 

Regarding claim 17, Criminisi does not appear to disclose that the target feathering area 
is larger than the target area. 

Robinson discloses a system for texturing computer graphics images using a feathering 
operation. In particular, Robinson shows that for a conventional feathering operation, the 
feathering area has substantially the same shape as a corresponding target area, as illustrated in 
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figure 6. In addition, the feathering area extends beyond the perimeter of the target area 
boundary in order to incorporate pixels immediately outside the target area's boundary in a 
feathering operation. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
to modify Criminisi by Robinson to achieve the claimed invention by utilizing a feathering area 
that is larger than the target area since Criminisi teaches feathering at the borders of the target 
area, and Robinson shows that conventional feathering operations executed on a target area's 
border employ a feathering area that is nearly the same as the target area and extends slightly 
beyond the target area. 

A llowable Subject Matter 

6. Claims 18-21 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would 
be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim 
and any intervening claims. 

7. Claims 1-1 1 and 22-37 are allowed. 

Regarding claims 1 and 22, Criminsi does not appear to disclose or suggest defining a 
"resizable" target feathering area or a "moveable" template area, as claimed, in combination with 
the other claimed limitations. In addition, Criminisi does not appear to copy template area pixels 
in the target area and template feathering pixels to the target feathering area, as claimed. For 
these reasons, claims 1 and 22 are considered patentable over Criminisi. 

Regarding claim 33, Criminsi does not appear to disclose or suggest providing the user 
with a template choice tool, in combination with the other claimed limitations. Rather, it appears 
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that Criminsi's template (i.e. an example tile) is not selected by a user, so no such template 
choice tool is provided to a user. In addition, Criminisi does not disclose displaying the area 
defined by the template area and template feathering area in the target area and target feathering 
area, as claimed. For these reasons, claim 33 is considered patentable over Criminisi. 

Regarding claim 36, Criminsi does not appear to disclose or suggest changing the size of 
the feathering area based on input device movement or repeating steps (c), (d), and (f) each time 
the input device is moved to a different location in the image, as claimed, in combination with 
the other claimed limitations. For these reasons, claim 36 is considered patentable over 
Criminisi. 

Related Prior A rt 

8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

U.S. Patent 5,185,808 by Cok; 

U.S. Patent 6,269,195 by Gonsalves et al.; 

U.S. Patent 7,088,870 by Perez et al; and 

U.S. Patent AppUcation Publication 2003/0210828 by Georgiev et al. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications fi-om the 
examiner should be directed to Colin M. LaRose whose telephone number is (571) 272-7423. If 
attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
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Matthew Bella, can be reached on (571) 272-7778. The fax phone number for the organization 
where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571) 273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. Any inquiry 
of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding can also be directed 
to the TC 2600 Customer Service Office whose telephone number is (571) 272-2600. 



Colin M. LaRose 
Group Art Unit 2624 
8 January 2007 




